
 

 

 
WATERTOWN POLICE COMMISSION 

SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

WATERTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 

LECTURE HALL 

324 FRENCH STREET 

WATERTOWN, CT 

MONDAY, JUNE 21, 2021 - 6:30 P.M. 
 

 

1. Convene Special Public Information Meeting  

Chairman Richard Antonetti called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

PRESENT: Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

 David Jannetty, V. Chairman 

 Richard Rossi, Secretary 

 Jamie Hobart Lambo 

 Robert McCarthy 

   

ABSENT:   

 

ALTERNATES                            

PRESENT: Tamara Keeman 

 Jamie Russ 

 

 

ALTERNATES                                                         

ABSENT:  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief  

   Tim Gavallas, Lieutenant  

   Jared D’Andrea, Sergeant 

   Don Therkildsen, Supervisory Assist. State’s Attorney 
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3. Informational meeting to discuss various issues of concern pertaining to the Friday, June 11th 

shooting on Kimberly Lane. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Tonight for the record we would like to know facts [of the 

Kimberly Lane Shooting incident]; we want to know what happened, what the police are 

doing as far as the investigation and safety for all the residents in town.  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Thank you commissioner and good evening to the 

community and the surroundings towns, members of the Town Council. I definitely thank 

you for coming out and sharing all of your concerns about safety and the crime situation in 

Watertown and the surrounding area (inaudible).                                                                    

 

 Our case #21-7105 occurred on Friday morning on June 11, 2021 approximately 1:15 in the 

morning, our midnight shift was on duty and at the time it was at minimum staff which 

consists of one sergeant and three patrol officers. At 1:15 a.m. our Patrol Sergeant and a 

patrol officer were in the area 1371 Main Street, Oakville and heard a series of gunshots. The 

officers were unable to determine from which direction the gunshots came from. Within one 

minute a resident called from 85 Straits Turnpike reporting hearing gunshots and the police 

were called out (inaudible). By 1:18 all units were dispatched to the area by Straits Turnpike 

and one officer was made contact at Straits Turnpike. All units were dispatched to the area of 

85  

            At 1:20 a structure fire call comes in on Greenwood Street and one officer had to be diverted 

and dispatched for that call. At 1:26 a.m. we received a 911 call from a resident at 38 

Kimberly Lane reporting that shots were fired at her house. A Sargent and the two available 

officers arrived at Kimberly Lane recognizing that a crime scene existed and closed the road. 

Another neighbor called the police and advised that they heard the gunshots as well and had 

it on camera, it captured the incident as well (inaudible). The fire call ended up not being a 

fire on Greenwood Street, so that officer responded back to the area of Kimberly Lane and 

patrolled the area. At 2:19 a.m. our detective arrived and began scene processing which 

included collecting the spent shell casings and projectiles, as well as photography and 

canvassing the neighborhood (inaudible). Thirty-eight Kimberly Lane was occupied at the 

time by three persons, the grandmother, the mother and an adult son as well. In regards to the 

history of the home, in November 2019 the Waterbury Police Department served a search 

warrant (inaudible) as a result of that investigation. The Watertown Police Department had 

not received any information (inaudible) about any potential issue at the residence or with 

any of its occupants. The investigation has revealed that at 1:15 on Friday morning a vehicle 

pulled up in front of Kimberly Lane, the vehicle occupant stepped out of the vehicle with a 

hand gun in front of the house and fired seven shots at the residence. All 3 occupants were 

sleeping at the time and were not injured.  It took about 11 seconds for the entire incident to 

take place. This incident appears to be a potentially targeted shooting.  The suspect vehicle 

drove directly to 38 Kimberly Lane, fire the shot, and departed.  No other people, homes or 

property were affected. The Kimberly Lane shooting is the Watertown’s Police Department’s 

top priority. Our entire detective bureau is dedicated to working this case. The Watertown 

Police Department is collaborating very closely with the various local, state and federal 

partners, including the Waterbury Police Department, the State Forensic Laboratory, the 
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Waterbury State’s Attorney’s Office and the FBI Violent Crimes Task Force. The incident 

remains under active investigation (inaudible) circumstances and federal (inaudible). 

                                                                                                              

 What are we doing now?  It is important to know that the police cannot prevent all crime 

from happening and our goal is to work diligently every day to reduce the opportunity for 

crimes to occur in the Watertown/Oakville community. Aside from this investigation we are 

also conducting high visibility patrols in the Kimberly Lane area…you will be seeing a lot 

more patrol cars in the area. We are increasing man power on the midnight shifts including 

our new patrol K9 team. We are continuing to work without local, state and federal law 

enforcement partners. We are creating a TIPS email address which will be posted on our 

social media account and website.  We are participating in video sharing utilizing the Ring 

Neighbor’s App, but) unfortunately our various manufacturers are not currently able to share 

video content on a single app. We continue to strengthen our police and public relationship.  

As a police department, we are most effective when the public is sharing information openly 

with us.  Regarding crimes in Watertown, I am very happy to report violent crime has 

remained low. Property crime however is rising, particularly crimes involved with motor 

vehicles, theft from motor vehicles and theft of motor vehicle parts.  

 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief showed a presentation to the public regarding crime rates. 

  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Crime Stoppers is an organization that helps provide 

funding for people who call in with information that leads to an arrest.   The phone number is 

860-945-9940.  Callers may remain anonymous.   

                                                

 At this time I want to talk about current Connecticut law. It is important for the public to 

understand the laws and restrictions the police are required to operate within.  When I 

attended the Police Academy many years ago and learned how to do a motor vehicle stops, 

we were taught to do some digging and search for any criminal activity and contraband 

(inaudible). In general we are no longer allowed to ask the driver of a motor vehicle stop for 

consent to search the vehicle. We can no longer ask questions on a motor vehicle stop that do 

not pertain to the motor vehicle violation, such as where they are going, where they are 

coming from, are there guns in the car, and are there drugs in the car (inaudible). We can 

longer ask passengers in the vehicle for identification. The Connecticut Legislature has made 

it clear through the police accountability bill that they do not want the police in Connecticut 

using motor vehicle stops as a fishing expedition. 

                                                                           

 A lot of discussion with the state has revolved around juveniles and juvenile crime. I don’t 

think it is a topic of the meeting tonight but there has been some significant changes with 

juvenile law over the past several years going back almost 10 years now.  The most severe 

penalty for any juvenile is 30 months of probation, and the only way a juvenile is placed in 

detention is through the commission of the most violent crimes.  Juvenile criminal activity is 

rising quickly in the State.   
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What are we reviewing and what are we seeing. This is certainly (inaudible) a lot more 

crime out in the open than it has (inaudible) criminal activity in broad daylight in a 

driveway (inaudible). I just want to make a note that our supervisors are reporting that 

when our officers   are out on the midnight shift, about 2 out of every 5 vehicles that we 

try to stop for vehicle violations are simply taking off and that is a lot (inaudible). The 

pursuit law in our state says that Police are prohibited from pursuing a motor vehicle 

in Connecticut for anything less than a violent felony:  A pursuit shall not be 

undertaken unless and until the officer, based upon the information available to him/her 

at the time, shall make an objectively reasonable determination that the threat of 

imminent death or serious physical injury to the officer, the public or both, created by the 

pursuit is less than the immediate or potential danger to the public, should the suspect(s) 

or occupant(s) remain at large. 

 

 A neighborhood watch is a good idea (inaudible). The Police Department does not organize a 

neighborhood watch they do that themselves. The link that was put up on the presentation 

here (inaudible) this has all the information that you could ever want (inaudible). The 

Watertown Police Department (inaudible) is going to help you out (inaudible). You have 

contact information up there. I am Police Chief Bernegger my email and phone number are 

available to reach out to. I would love the opportunity to speak with you. Lieutenant Tim 

Gavallas who is to my right, his information is here he is our Patrol Commander. (Inaudible). 

I want to thank everyone that came out tonight. (Inaudible). I have great concerns for the 

residents at Kimberly Lane (inaudible). If you do see anything please say something. 

(Inaudible).  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Thank you, (inaudible). Does anyone have questions please 

state your name and address?  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: (inaudible) we are certainly looking at the options in our 

investigation and working closely with the Waterbury Police Department. 

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: That I do not know (inaudible.) 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: (inaudible)  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Don Thirkeldson, State’s Attorney’s Office: In the Waterbury State Attorney’s Office and 

when we make an arrest (inaudible) the prosecutor (inaudible). The specific investigation is 

ongoing (inaudible) These types of investigations are very scientific, it’s a long and hard 

investigation (inaudible) and I would like you know that (inaudible) are from Waterbury and 
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they have been involved with this from the beginning. The Chief is on the phone on a regular 

basis with the States Attorney and the Detective (inaudible) is 24/7 (inaudible). Connecticut 

has some of the best well trained officers in country (inaudible).  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Don Thirkeldson, State’s Attorney’s Office: I am sorry I don’t know enough of that case to 

speak to (inaudible).  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Don Thirkeldson, State’s Attorney’s Office: Our role is to prosecute and the sentencing is up 

to the court. (Inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I couldn’t agree with you more on that we do make vehicle 

stops (inaudible), it is a big problem for the police.  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  Our minimum staffing based on Watertown is (inaudible).  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  On November 2019 (inaudible) The Watertown Police 

Department (inaudible) is notified (inaudible) it is my understanding that particular incident 

(inaudible) at the time with search warrants (inaudible). I was called by the Waterbury Police 

Department and they (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible) 

  

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I think one of the biggest thing you can do (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  (inaudible)  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: We have to have a union (inaudible) every American that 

like the constitution (inaudible). It is hard to register for an uninsured (inaudible). In volition 

(inaudible) with a license plate out (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible)               

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Absolutely (inaudible). 
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 Public: (inaudible). 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  I can’t make any remarks (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  none. (Inaudible) The last house that got hit by bullets was 

on Buckingham (inaudible). There has been a rumor about Belden Street (inaudible). They 

had a doorbell camera video and all that video has on it was the sound of several gun shots 

nearby (inaudible. The police department received this information well after (inaudible) and 

that was the only complainant. There was no other complainant, no victim, and no property 

damage found. There are a lot of guns in our community – I process between 20-30 pistol 

permits a week. 

 

 Public: (inaudible) 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  We videoed that (inaudible).  

 

 Public: (inaudible). 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: The most I could say is that you contact (inaudible). I have 

thought about (inaudible). I will increase our patrols in the neighborhood and that is 24 hours 

a day (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible). 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: Nobody comes in and registers (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible) 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I think that was evident on the video. 

  

 Public:  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  A great question. Our detectives conducted a neighborhood 

canvass and spoke with all of the neighbors who had surveillance cameras.  Unfortunately 

most of the cameras did not capture the roadway because every car trips the camera to record. 

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  (inaudible)  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  Is that Watertown or Waterbury? 
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 Public:  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: We have one detective that will (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible) 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: What I am hearing is that several homes did not have an 

officer or detective knock on the door. . Certainly it is something that I will bring back to my 

office (inaudible).  

 

 Public: (inaudible)  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief:  You know crimes are (inaudible) we do our best to reduce 

the opportunity for crimes to occur. . We are going to shift that balance (inaudible) whether it 

is a good idea or a bad idea unfortunately (inaudible) under the laws of the State of 

Connecticut. (Inaudible) we have to operate under the law (inaudible). The law (inaudible)  

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: (inaudible). 

 

 Public: (inaudible).  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: I couldn’t agree more there is an element of our society that 

disregards the laws that the representatives (inaudible). When you get a car that is racing, 

going through  a red light quite often times you get the 911 call we do our best to  find them 

or you see it happen we try to pull them over. If they immediately leave us we do not pursue 

(inaudible). If we get the license plate (inaudible) obviously we have follow ups who is 

registered to that vehicle (inaudible), if it is property a stolen plate or a stolen car. 

 

 Public: (inaudible).  

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: That is correct.  

 

 Public: (inaudible). 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: One thing I would like to see is (inaudible).   

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: The devices we are currently talking about are License Plate 

Readers which operate off of a (inaudible) hit-list data base in Connecticut. I will be looking 

into the cost of purchasing and installing License Plate Readers in town. 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: I heard you are looking into High Tec Security (inaudible) that 

can be rapid (inaudible) with man power in the Police force (inaudible). 

 

 Joshua Bernegger, Police Chief: One more comments during this year and certainly years 

before that we have to have (inaudible) we have tremendous support from our legislators. I 
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want to thank Joe Polletta, (inaudible) the Fire Department and law enforcement for the 

public safety in general. I do know that most of the administration (inaudible). What we can 

do proactively (inaudible). 

 

 Chairman Richard Antonetti: Thank you.    

             

4. Adjournment 

 

 The Special Public Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

  

 Motion passes unanimously  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 ________________________ 

Richard Antonetti, Chairman 

Watertown Police Commission 

 

 

   


